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About Hit Songs Deconstructed
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ﬂ @ 38 Hot100 |
ﬁ Top 10 Songs

During the first half of 2025, 38 songs charted in
the Top 10 of the Billboard Hot 100, with 7 hitting
the top spot.
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https://www.musicregistry.com/

Republic Led The Way

with 459% of Top 10s

Republic was the top label, accounting for 45% of the
year's top 10s (17 songs) and two #1s. Morgan Wallen led

the pack with nine Top 10s (eight as a primary artist

and one as a featured artist).

Larger Songwriting Teams

republic

records IEE————

Songwriting teams of five or more writers accounted for 61% of 2025's Top 10s, up

notably from 37% in 2024.

Conversely, those credited to a single writer dropped from 10% to 5% of songs, both

attributed to Drake ("Nokia" and "Gimme A Hug").
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Six primary genres defined
the sound of Top 10 hits 6
during the first half of 2025,

along with 27 sub-genres PRIMARY GENRES .

and influences, 25
SUB-GENRES & INFLUENCES | ®

prominent instruments, and

seven lyrical themes.

PROMINENT INSTRUMENTS | @

LYRICAL THEMES o
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Country Surpasses Hip Hop and Pop

Country as a Primary Genre
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Retro

Retro influences were present
in nearly one-quarter of 2025's
Top 10s, with the 1980s
standing out as most popular
time period for the fifth
consecutive year. Notable
examples include the #1 hits
“Manchild” by Sabrina
Carpenter and “Squabble Up”
by Kendrick Lamar, the latter
heavily sampling Debbie Deb's
1984 song, "When | Hear Music."
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Country became the leading
primary genre in the Hot 100
Top 10 during the first half of
2025, accounting for 29% of
entries—a dramatic rise from
just 4% in 2021-2022.

This surge was driven largely
by Morgan Wallen, who
appeared on 9 of the year’s 11
Country Top 10s.

Retro Influences
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More Guitar

Use of electric guitar skyrocketed from 38% of songs in 2024 to 61% in 2025, it's highest level
in over a decade. While nearly half featured a country influence, it was used in other
stylistically diverse hits including "A.P.T." by Bruno Mars and ROSE, "Lose Control" by Teddy
Swims," and "Anxiety" by Doechii, the latter which includes a guitar sample from Gotye and

Kimbra's 2011 hit, "Somebody That | Used To Know."

Electric Guitar
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A Major Shift

For the first time in a decade, Top 10s in a major key surpassed those in a minor key with a
53%/45% split between them.

Major Vs. Minor Keys
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Hot 100 Top 10 hits that include a 60%
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framework rose to 61% of songs in Sig
2025, their highest level in over a
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Male Leads Rebound

Following a steady decline between 2021 to 2024, male-led Top 10s surged to 66% in 2025.

Conversely, female-led songs experienced a sharp drop, falling from 42% in 2024—after four

consecutive years of growth—to just 21% in 2025.

Lead Vocal Gender
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Goingit Alone

Songs with a solo lead vocalist continued to rise for the fifth straight year, reaching

their highest level in over a decade at 74% of songs.

Solo Lead Vocals
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Looking Inward

The theme of introspection rose to its highest level in over a decade at 42% of songs. The
theme traversed an array of genres and styles, including "Anxiety" by Doechii, "Pink Pony

Club" by Chappell Roan, and “Smile" by Morgan Wallen.

Introspection

S50%
42%

40%

33%
30% 28%
26%
20%
12%

10%

0%
2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Introspection

BILLBOARD Get the Facts and Learn Exactly

HOT 100 TOP 10

What's Driving Today's Chart-
e o Topping Hits!

compositional level? Use discount code "TRENDS-15" to save 15%!
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